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Church Staff — 
Pastor: 
The Rev. Mary Anne Kingsborough 
Parish Secretary: Rose Gallagher 
   rosegall95@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Hope Long, Mel Dietrich 
Sexton: Chuck Lehman 
 

Parish Office— 
Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM (Monday-Thursday) 
Telephone: (717) 285-4626 
Fax: (717) 285-0668 
 

“Concordia Chronicle”  
Editor: Rose Gallagher 
Collating/Folding: Volunteers 

Church Council — 

President: Cheryl Milbourne 
Vice President: Ronda Knighton 
Secretary:  Janet Clarke 
Treasurer:  Anne Lilley  
Pastor Mary Anne Kingsborough 
Cheryl Milbourne - 
               Evangelism/Soc. Ministry 
Ronda Knighton - Planning & Review 
Marge Fasnacht - Worship & Music 
Larry Reich - Finance & Stewardship 
Alisa Kolsun - Christian Formation 
Ronda K - Personnel 
Melanie Dietrich - Fellowship 
Bill Eckman(jr) - Property 
Gene Walter - Cemetery 
Janet Clarke - PR & Social Media 
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July/August 2026    Volume 2026– No. 4 

Pentecost 

 

a newsletter publication of 

Concordia Evangelical Lutheran Church 
3825 Concordia Road, Columbia, PA 17512 

Telephone: (717) 285-4626     Fax: (717) 285-0668 

Website: http://www.concordiaelc.com 

Pastor: The Rev. Mary Anne Kingsborough 

Pastor Emeritus: Thomas W. Rundell 
Office Telephone: (717) 285-3492 · Cell: (717) 495-2728 

E-mail: pastormaryanne95@gmail.com  

http://www.concordialutheran.com/
mailto:pastorhefner@embarqmail.com
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Mission statement 
"We celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ by living and sharing 
His Word and caring for God's creation." 

COLUMBIA FOOD BANK 
COLLECTION ITEMS 

 

 July  
Condiments (mustard, ketchup, 

mayo, relish) 

 
 

 
August 

Peanut Butter and/or Jelly 
 

Information for the Sept newsletter 
can be sent anytime. 
Please email articles to: rose-
gall95@gmail.com or place in the 
wall holder outside the office, or the 
Secretary bin in the west narthex.   
Thank you! 

 

Concordia Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Worship Services 
• Saturday Worship 6PM  

• Sunday: All One Service: 
Indoors & Outdoors 10am 

      (Drive-in Church in large Parking Lot) 
Streaming on Facebook Page;  No SS-Jun-Jul-Aug 

      Link on our webpage (www.concordiaelc.com)  

* SUBJECT TO COVID Rates and Synod and CDC Guidelines 
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August 

Celebrations 
 

August Wedding  
Anniversary Wishes to: 

 
 

12-Pastor Tom & Nancy Rundell 
21-Kristin & Joseph Swartz 
28-Ed & Marge Fasnacht 
 

If your birthday or anniversary was missed, or is 
 incorrect, please call Rose in the Parish office. 

 

August Birthday Wishes to: 
 1-Steve Zeamer 
 3-Kaleena Sliger 
 4-Greg Mowrer, Miles Silva 
 6-Patti Jo Ressler, Olivia Walker, 
    Richard Cornell 
 7-Tyler Barnes 
 8-Debra Hoffman, Matt Houck 
 9-Edward Fisher, Steven Miller Jr., 
    James Meisenbach Sr 
10-Maribeth Bowman, Rachel Hilt,  
11-Elliot Kleckner, Joseph Martin 
12-James Hilt 
13-Sherry Rebman, Pat Eck 
15-Tammy Waltz Fawber, Tim  
       McAdoo, Emma Neihart 
17-Amy Walker 
19-Paul Sidoti 
22-Jayson Morrow, Kirsten Neihart 
24-Scott Bachman, Tami Peters 
25-Michael Bowman 
26-Jane Grice 
27-Jean Bernhardt 
28-Madison Yoder 
29-Steve Ginter 
30-Ron Birk, Ken Houck 
31-Natalie Silva    

 

Highland Presbyterian Church 
 

Wed.June 10,7pm—Reji Woods &Co.   

 

Mt Gretna Tabernacle-Sundays-unless noted 
 

July 5  7pm  Patriotic Concert 
July 12 7pm  Third Stream 
July 19 7pm Jess Zimmerman & Family  
July 26 7pm  Choir Festival Concert 
 
Aug 2   7pm  Lancaster British Brass Band Concert 
Aug 9   7pm  Jazz Ministers Big Band 
Aug 16 7pm  Anthracite Marimba Concert 
Aug 23 7pm Susquehanna Chorale Concert 
Aug 30  7pm  New holland Band  

 

NO SS—June, July, August 

 

CONCORDIA COMMUNITY  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Sat., July 4, Aug 1, 8:30-10:30am 
Our monthly 2026 sponsor/host sign-up 

sheet is on the table in the Narthex.   

Please direct any questions to Cheryl 

Milbourne, Wayne Hoffman or Pastor 

Mary Anne.   
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July 

Celebrations 

 

July Birthdays: 
 

 2-Edward Bachman, Amanda Yoder 
 3-David Schrum 
 4-Scott Lenox 
 7-Courtney Brenner, Victoria Grice, 
    Marshall Kleckner, Erika Moritz 
 8-Roger Sheaffer, Emerson Stehman,  
 9-Angela Meisenbach 
10-Kyle Venella 
11-Jesse Sparks 
12-Wendy Hilt 
14-Megan (Renner) Prout 
17-Ava Long 
18-David Sidoti, Kristi Pronovost 
19-Sophia Sidoti 
20-Robert Snyder, Jr. 
21-Evelyn Sheaffer 
22-Abbie Bachman, Lori Smith, Kane  
      Strickler 
23-Cherie Sidoti 
27-Eric Renfer 
28-Logan Wallace 
30-Jennifer Fischer 
31-Deborah Zercher 

 
 
 

July Wedding Anniversary 
Wishes to: 

 

  8-Donald & Wendy Renfer 
10-Pastor Burt & Judy Parry 
13-Shawn & Tammi Miller 
16-Jere & Belva Greider 
 
If your birthday or anniversary was missed, or is 
incorrect, please call Rose in the Parish office. 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!    

 We must make an appeal to you to CALL the church  

office if you or a member of your family is  

admitted to the hospital.   

 

 

Ice Cream Social  
 

   Please stay  

for coffeetime  

on Sun., July 19 
                              

 

 Ice Cream Sundaes  

during Coffeetime! 
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Pastor Mary Anne’s Message:     
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

This is from a Facebook Post by a Lutheran Pastor and I feel that it is  

encouraging and hits the nail on the head about the future state of  

the Church. While primarily addressed to Pastors, it also speaks to all  

members of the body of Christ. 

 Pr. Lauren Wolfe Blatt writes: 
 

“OK, listen up, Lutherans.** 

You're worried (if not you, your people are worried) because the mega-

church down the road is growing while your congregation struggles to 

gain traction. You've attended the conferences. You've read the books. 

Maybe you've started a praise band, redesigned your worship space, or 

tried to import their strategies because you assume that's what people 

want. 

But here's the reality: Many of the theologies and tactics that drive mega-

church growth run directly against the grain of Lutheran theology. 

Lutheranism was never meant to be a religious self-improvement pro-

gram. We don't gather around charismatic personalities, emotional expe-

riences, or promises of success. We gather around Word and Sacrament. 

We proclaim a God who meets people not in strength but in weakness, 

not in triumph but in a cross. 

And we need to be honest about another piece of this. 

Many megachurches thrive on a cycle of fear and certainty. They identify 

a threat—your marriage is failing, your children are leaving the faith, the 

culture is collapsing, God is disappointed in you, the world is out to get 

you—and then they position themselves as the solution. Follow this pro-

gram. Buy this curriculum. Join this group. Vote this way. Give more.  

Pray harder. Trust our leadership. 

The pattern is simple: create anxiety, then sell relief. 

That's dangerous. Not because fear is never real, but because fear is an 

incredibly effective way to gain influence over people. 

The gospel works differently. 

Lutheran theology begins by telling the truth about our fears, failures, and 

brokenness. But it does not leave us there. It doesn't use fear as leverage. 

It doesn't hold grace hostage until we comply. It doesn't place salvation, 

success, or God's favor in the hands of a pastor, a church brand, or a min-

istry system.             Next page >>>> 
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(Continued) 

Instead, it points away from itself and toward Christ. 

Our answer to fear is not a technique. It's not a five-step plan. It's not a 

charismatic leader. It's not a bigger budget. 
 

It's the crucified and risen Christ who says, "Do not be afraid." 

The answer to declining churches isn't becoming a less Lutheran version 

of a megachurch. The answer is becoming a more faithful version of 

who we already are. 

People today are exhausted by performance, consumerism, outrage, 

and carefully crafted religious brands. Many are hungry for authenticity, 

community, mystery, grace, and a faith that can tell the truth about suf-

fering while still proclaiming hope. 

Lutherans have that in abundance. 

Stop trying to out-megachurch the megachurches. They will always do 

it better than you. 

Instead, be unapologetically Lutheran. Teach grace. Practice hospitali-

ty. Offer beauty in worship. Create genuine community. Tell the truth 

about human brokenness. Feed people with Word and Sacrament. 

The church doesn't need another copy of the megachurch. 

It needs congregations confident enough to proclaim a God who 

doesn't manipulate people through fear, but frees them through 

grace.” 
 

Let us teach and show grace to others.  

 Pastor Mary Anne 

Church Council Information 

 

The council minutes will continue to be posted on the Bulletin board in the west 

narthex.  There is also a copy in the purple Council Minutes binder  on the counter 

in the office.  Council meets in the library once each month.  Visitors are welcome. 

 2026 Officers:    President:  Cheryl Milbourne Vice Pres: Ronda Knighton       

      Secretary:  Janet Clarke Treasurer: Anne Lilley 

Pastor Mary Anne Kingsborough  
If you’d like to serve on a committee, please see Pastor or call the office.  

(See back page for any new committee assignments.) 
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This fall  Social Ministry will be asking for a lot from you.  There are so 

many people in need and you have aways been generous in the 

past.  We have had requests from three different sources for help 

this year.  It’s that time of year again for back-to-school sales and for 

our Outreach for August, we will be collecting schools supplies for 

McCaskey East.  They are only interested in these school supplies this 

year: no backpacks, Water bottles, mechanical pencils, regular 

pencils, composition notebooks, 3 ring binders with folders, erasers, 

color pencils.  

In September for our Lutheran World Relief school kits, I have much 

of the supplies needed for the kits but I need  four 70-page spiral  

ring notebooks for each kit. Once I have collected the notebooks, I 

will advise the congregation if anything else is needed.  Lutheran 

World Relief is also asking for monetary donations to help with the 

cost of a truck and trailer as the Ephrata drop-off location receives 

such a large amount of donations that is would be beneficial to ship 

directly to Minnesota.  Offering envelopes for this donation will be on 

the front table. 

 

For the past five years, the Homeless Memorial Blanket Initiative has gath-

ered people together on December 21 - the longest, darkest night of the 

year - to remember lives lost, honor human dignity, and respond with com-

passion to those experiencing homelessness. Each year, hundreds of hand-

made blankets are created and shared with people who need warmth. 

This December, we will once again load vehicles full of blankets and travel 

to New York City to distribute them directly to those experiencing home-

lessness. 

At Synod Assembly, we were  invited to take a backpack and fill and re-

turn it soon, or by the end of September.  We invite you to begin with one 

question: “If I suddenly lost my home, what would I hope I could carry on 

my back?” Maybe it’s warm socks, granola bars, hand sanitizer, a reusable 

water bottle, a fast-food gift card, sunscreen, basic pain relievers, a can 

opener, gloves, toiletries and perhaps most importantly zip lock bags. Be-

cause when your important papers - your birth certificate, Social Security 

card, or identification - are exposed to rain and weather, something as sim-

ple as a plastic bag can protect what little stability remains.  

Any questions, call Cheryl Milbourne     
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Vacation Bible School Thank You 
 

Vacation Bible School was a success this year! We would like to thank all 

who attended and those who came and helped, for you  

make it such fun for both adults and children. - Alisa and Cheryl 

Big Thanks to our directors – Alisa & Dave Kolsun and Cheryl Milbourne and 

all those who helped, including--Amy Walker, Deb Zercher, Adrienne Man-

nino, Kim McFadden, Brenda Zeamer, Theresa Droege, and those who pro-

vided food--Cheryl Milbourne, Jody Croft, Heather Eckman, and Becky Birk.  

Special thanks to Pastor Mary Anne!. 

 

Thank you to all who responded to the Pastor’s request for do-

nations for a member in need. The need was met and we deep-
ly appreciate it.  

 

With the changing seasons, our expenses at Concordia change as 

well. We move from heating to cooling and from snow removal to 

mowing expenses. Last year during the cooling season (late May to 

September) our electric bills totaled $1,460. Our mowing will cost us 

$690 a month for mowing the church property weekly and the ceme-

tery property every two weeks. Please keep these seasonal expenses 

in mind for your summer giving plans. Also please remember that 

even during vacation time, the work and expenses of the church con-

tinue. Thank You! 

New Baby 

 

Joe and Lily Firuta had a little girl, Rita Rae, on June 14th.  

Mom and baby are doing well! Rita is the new granddaugh-

ter of Bill & Heather Eckman. Congrats to all! 

This year carries special significance. As we approach the 25th anniversary of 9/11, 

we are mindful of the courage and sacrifice of first responders, and also of the 

many ways people find themselves suddenly displaced and vulnerable, without 

stability. Homelessness is often closer than we realize: one loss, one crisis, one unex-

pected event away. So this year we are adding a new one-time initiative!  
       See Last Paragraph on pg 9>>>>> 
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July 4 and 5 

July 4,5 - 250th USA Independence Day— 

Special Colonial Worship  

will take place with Patriotic Hymns and a service like the  

Lutherans may have experienced 250 years ago! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday 6  PM Indoor Worship 

Sunday 10AM Drive-in Church & Indoor Worship 

     Sat., July 4 – Community Pancake Breakfast 8:30am 

     Sun., July 19 – Ice Cream Social-  

   Sundaes during Coffeetime! 

     Sun., Aug 23 – 10:am-Combined outdoor Service & Picnic 

     At Zion Luth Marietta  

      

Date-
10am 

   Outdoor  
Ushers 

Lector Assisting Minister 

7/5     Ed & Sharon Fisher Wayne Hoffman  Wayne Hoffman  

7/12     Ken & Lynne Houck Natalie Houck Dave Kolsun 

7/19     Diane Groff Tracy King Brittney Kauffman 

7/26     Bruce & Becky Birk Mike McCoy Hope Long  

8/2   tba Marge Fasnacht Marge Fasnacht 

8/9 
  

tba Wayne Hoffman Wayne Hoffman 

8/16   tba Ronda Knighton Dave Kolsun 

8/30   tba Kirsty Houck Hope Long 

 

NOISY OFFERING! 

On the 2nd Sunday of each month, we donate all the LOOSE CHANGE 

to Luteba Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Please bring LOTS OF CHANGE! 

On July 12, the children will collect all coins in a metal bucket to make 

Noise! 
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Congratulations, 2026 Graduates! 
 Wyatt Dietrich—Hempfield High School 

 Continuing to York College 

 Jackson Walker—Hempfield High School 

Continuing to Millersville University  

 MacKenzie Hardy—Red Lion High School 

  Continuing to York College 

 

Condolences 

 

Sincere Sympathies to the family and friends of dear Mary Jane Reed, who 

passed to the church triumphant earlier this week. May the hope of the Res-

urrection embrace them all. Private Services were held June 22nd. 

Our Condolences to the family and friends of Raymond Keck, who passed 

away June 13. He was the son of George and Betty Keck, and grew up here 

at Concordia.  

 

Concordia Wish List 2026 
The Wish List is a compilation of needed items for the church, outside of budg-

eted items.  This includes replacement of property and equipment in poor con-

dition, that needs replacement or maintenance. 

   Building & Maintenance Care    

(Donations of any amount are welcome!) 

THANK YOU to all those contributing! 

 

Women’s Group August 4  6:30pm at St. James 

We will have a short devotional time, share joys and sorrows, have 

fellowship and refreshments. 

 

Dinner Church     July 14 & August 11th at 6:15pm 

Enjoy dinner, worship, and discussion—Adult VBS—games and fun! 
 

Ice Cream Social- Please stay for coffeetime on Sun., July 19  

(National Ice Cream Day!) 

                                  Ice Cream Sundaes during Coffeetime! 
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We have joined with St. James in Reading Through the Bible in 2 

years.  This program will have selected readings every day and there 

will be time for discussion every several weeks.  You can join in at any 

time and there will be an audio component if you prefer listening to 

the readings instead!   July 13. July 27 at 6pm at St. James 

(Pick up the latest reading sheets in the back of the church) 

 

Lutheran Camping Events 2026 
https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/  

July 5-10  Elder Camp at Nawakwa  

July 7  Tues Morning Work Day—Nawakwa  9am 

July 19-24  Family Camp I at Nawakwa  

July 26   5-7pm  Summer Dinner Church—Wittel Farm  5-7pm 

August 2-7  Family Camp-K-tion (Family Camp) at Kirchenwald  

August 9-14  Family Camp II at Nawakwa  

August 4 Tues Morning Work Day—Nawakwa  9am 

Sept 1  Tues Morning Work Day—Nawakwa  9am 

Sept 5  NWK Parent’s Group 10am-1pm 

 

Social ministry will be soliciting people to help our parishioners that are in need 

of assistance, either meals or transportation. A Sign up sheet is on the front table 

and the contact person will be Barb Widdall at 717-989- 6615.   

 

Sun., Aug. 23, 10am—Combined Outdoor Service  
at Zion Lutheran, Marietta  

Followed by Church Picnic with Zion, St James, & Concordia! 

Bring a covered dish  or dessert. Bring lawn chairs if you like. 

Pavilion w/electric, BR access, play area.  

Bingo & Games! 

(Separate offering plates for each church) 
No service will be held at Concordia on this day. 


